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In the 1960s and 70s, new commuter rail systems (San Francisco, Atlanta, and Washington) were emerging as a viable alternative to highway development in urban areas.  Transit stations were viewed largely as commuter connecting points and little attention was paid to surrounding land use.  During the past 20 years, however, land use and transportation professionals have increasingly stressed the importance of coordinating their efforts to produce sustainable communities.  Among the key unified strategies is “transit oriented development.”   The term was coined in the early 1990s by Peter Calthorpe, a noted architect, planner and new urbanist.  Calthorpe’s work focused on the development of large metropolitan regions and how rail transit systems and proper land use around transit stations could reduce auto-dependency, slow sprawl and create more livable communities.   Transit oriented development (TOD) shifts the role of a transit station from mere transfer points to being a catalyst for high density, mixed-use, walkable urban centers.  Transit centers still serve commuters from a larger service radius, but the urban center around the station becomes a destination and a place of community importance.  Far from a cookie-cutter pattern, transit oriented development looks to the unique opportunities of each station producing diverse outcomes, but all directed toward reducing auto dependency and sprawl.  Transit oriented development creates urban centers that are both an origin and destination of transit trips and the interconnection and diversity of TOD centers contributes to building a stronger regional framework.   
The Dallas metropolitan area and DART have gained national attention for successful transit oriented development.  DART station area development demonstrates that TOD responds to a wide range of environments and opportunities, including urban, suburban, redevelopment, infill and greenfield projects.   While each station is a unique response, they share many common characteristics, including a partnership among the developer, local government and DART.  
This tour sponsored by the Center for American and International Law stops at three active TOD developments - Downtown Plano, Galatyn Park and Mockingbird Station.  In addition, the tour will visit Addison Circle and Legacy Town Center, two outstanding larger urban centers positioned for future transit service.  Project profiles of each stop along the tour are included in the materials.

Ten Principles for Successful Development Around Transit
Developing Around Transit, ULI, 2004
1. Make it better with a vision.
2. Apply the power of partnership.
3. Think development when thinking about transit.
4. Get the parking right.
5. Build a place, not a project.
6. Make retail development market driven, not transit driven.
7. Mix uses, but not necessarily in the same place.
8. Make buses a great idea.
9. Encourage every price point to live around transit.
10. Engage corporate attention.
