
Criminal Defense Trial Skills 
& Trial Law Program   

Criminal Defense Trial Skills 
& Trial Law Program   

August 3-6, 2015 
The Center for American and International Law 

Plano, Texas 

Attendance is limited to  
60 Texas Criminal Defense attorneys.  

Courtroom attire is required. 
This program is suggested for lawyers with five 

or more years of experience. 

This course is funded by a grant from  
The Texas Court of Criminal Appeals. 

Highlights 
 Co-chaired by Barry Sorrels and Jeff Kearney 

 Gives defense lawyers the opportunity to develop 
and hone their trial skills & features lectures, 
demonstrations and workshops. 

MCLE Credit 
The State Bar of Texas has approved this 
program for a total of 25.5 hours, including 1.5 
hours of ethics.   

Register Now! cailaw.org 

A Program For The Defense 



12TH ANNUAL 
Criminal Defense Trial Skills & Trial Law Program 

A PROGRAM FOR THE DEFENSE 
August 3-6, 2015 

at The Center for American and International Law, Plano, Texas 

MEET THE FACULTY! 

 

 
CONFERENCE CO-CHAIRS 

Barry Sorrels 
Sorrels, Udashen & Anton 

Dallas, Texas

Jeff Kearney 
Kearney  Wynn 

Fort Worth, Texas  
 

FACULTY (AS OF 7/28/2015) 

Bruce Anton, Sorrels, Udashen & Anton, Dallas, Texas 
Alison K. Bennett, Bloom Strategic Consulting, Inc., Dallas, Texas 
Clint Broden, Broden, Mickelsen, Helms & Snipes, Dallas, Texas   
Darlina Crowder, The Crowder Law Firm, PC, McKinney, Texas 
Jennifer T. Earls, Mills & Williams, L.L.P., Georgetown, Texas  
Carlos Garcia, Garcia Criminal Defense & Trial Consulting, Austin, Texas 
Philip M. Gommels, The Law Office of Philip M. Gommels, Houston, Texas 
David M. Guinn, Jr., Hurley, Guinn & Sellers, Lubbock, Texas 
H. F. “Rick” Hagen, Jackson & Hagen, Denton, Texas  
Erin Hendricks, Attorney At Law, Dallas, Texas 
Robert C. Hinton, Robert Hinton & Associates, Dallas, Texas 
Daniel W. Hurley, Hurley, Guinn & Sellers, Lubbock, Texas 
Robert T. Jarvis, Robert T. Jarvis Law Firm, P.C., Sherman, Texas  
Nancy Kennedy, Mills & Williams, L.L.P., Dallas, Texas 
Karen Lambert, Law Office of Karen Lambert, Dallas, Texas 
Stephanie Luce, Sorrels, Udashen & Anton, Dallas, Texas   
Kacy Miller, CourtroomLogic Consulting, Dallas, Texas 
Tom Mills, Mills & Williams, L.L.P., Dallas, Texas 
Kimberly F. Minick, Minick Law, P.C., Fort Worth, Texas 
Tyrone Moncriffe, Tyrone C. Moncriffe & Associates, Houston, Texas 
Reed W. Prospere, Prospere & Russell, Dallas, Texas 
Frank Sellers, Hurley, Guinn & Sellers, Lubbock, Texas 
Toby Shook, Shook & Gunter, Dallas, Texas  
John Hunter Smith, Wynne & Smith, Sherman, Texas 
Robert N. Udashen, Sorrels, Udashen & Anton, Dallas, Texas  
Phil Umphres, Law Office of Phillip C. Umphres, Dallas, Texas  
Greg Westfall, The Westfall Firm, Fort Worth, Texas 
Reagan Wynn, Kearney  Wynn, Fort Worth, Texas   

http://www.sualaw.com/
http://www.kearneywynn.com/
http://www.sualaw.com/
http://www.bloomstrategy.com/alison-k-bennett-m-s/
http://www.brodenmickelsen.com/
http://www.millsandwilliams.com/
http://houstoncriminalattorneylawfirm.com/
http://www.hurleyguinn.com/
http://www.jacksonhagenlaw.com/
http://www.hinton-law.net/
http://www.hurleyguinn.com/
http://www.bobjarvis.com/
http://www.millsandwilliams.com/
http://www.sualaw.com/
http://courtroomlogic.com/
http://www.millsandwilliams.com/
http://www.attytyronemoncriffe.com/
http://www.prosperelaw.com/
http://www.hurleyguinn.com/
http://sgw-law.com/attorneys/
http://www.wynnesmithlawfirm.com/
http://www.sualaw.com/
http://criminaldefenselawyerfortworth.com/
http://www.kearneywynn.com/


 Criminal Defense Trial Skills & Trial Law Program: FOR THE DEFENSE 

AGENDA August 3-6, 2015 
 

Conference Co-Chairs 

Barry Sorrels   
Sorrels, Udashen & Anton   
Dallas, Texas 

Jeffrey A. Kearney    
Kearney | Wynn  
Fort Worth, Texas 

Program Description:  This intense 
non-capital course is designed for 
those who already have some trial 
experience and gives defense 
lawyers the opportunity to develop 
and hone their trial skills.  

Chaired by Barry Sorrels and Jeff 
Kearney, and including a faculty 
comprised of elite criminal defense 
attorneys, this very highly-rated 
program focuses on trial skills (voir 
dire, opening statements, direct 
examination, cross examination and 
closing arguments) and law 
(evidence, protecting the record, 
and the court's charge). This course 
features lectures, demonstrations, 
and small group workshops which 
will require students to work a mock 
case and participate in voir dire, 
conduct direct & cross, and give 
opening and closing statements.  

This course is funded by a grant 
from the Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals.  

Most materials will be provided electronically and/or posted on our website. 

Monday, August 3: 

8:15 a.m. Registration 

9:00 a.m.  Welcoming Remarks & Expectations  

9:15 a.m. Synopsis Of The T.L. Allen Facts & Developing 
A Theory For Your Case  
Reed W. Prospere, Prospere & Russell, 
Dallas, Texas 

9:45 a.m. Mandatory Pre-Trial Preparation  
Clint Broden, Broden & Mickelsen,  
Dallas, Texas 

10:15 a.m. Break   

10:30 a.m. Storytelling Throughout The Trial  
Tyrone Moncriffe, Moncriffe, Knowles, 
Muharib & Associates, Houston, Texas 

11:15 a.m. Lecture & Demonstration: Voir Dire  
Jeff Kearney, Kearney Wynn,  
Fort Worth, Texas  

12:15 p.m. Lunch Provided  

1:00 p.m. Small Group Workshop – Voir Dire  

2:45 p.m. Break   

3:00 p.m. Lecture: Fundamentals Of A Powerful  
Opening Statement  
Daniel W. Hurley, Hurley, Guinn & Sellers, 
Lubbock Texas 

3:45 p.m. Small Group Workshop – Opening 
Statement 

5:30 p.m. Reception & Ask The Faculty: Open Forum  

6:30 p.m. Recess 

 

Tuesday, August 4: 

9:00 a.m. Demonstration: Opening Statements  
 Robert C. Hinton, Robert Hinton & 

Associates, Dallas, Texas  

 Phil Umphres, Law Office of Phillip C. 
Umphres, Dallas, Texas 



 

Criminal Defense Trial Skills & Trial Law Program: FOR THE DEFENSE 

AGENDA August 3-6, 2015 
 

 

Most materials will be provided electronically and/or posted on our website. 

Tuesday, August 4, continued: 

9:30 a.m. Evidence: The Rules Of Engagement  
Stephanie Luce, Sorrels, Udashen & Anton, Dallas, Texas 

10:00 a.m. Lecture & Demonstration: Direct Examination  
Rick Hagen, Jackson & Hagen, Denton, Texas 

10:45 a.m. Break   

11:00 a.m. Small Group Workshop – Direct Examination 

12:30 p.m. Lunch Provided 

1:15 p.m. Offering Persuasive Exhibits & Demonstrative Evidence  
Greg Westfall, Of Counsel, Hill Gilstrap, P.C., Arlington, Texas 

2:00 p.m. Break   

2:15 p.m. Protecting The Record: Trial Objections  
Bruce Anton, Sorrels, Udashen & Anton, Dallas, Texas 

2:45 p.m. Cross Examination Lecture: Rule 601 – The Tools Of The Trade  
Barry Sorrels, Sorrels, Udashen & Anton, Dallas, Texas 

3:30 p.m. Break   

3:45 p.m. Small Group Workshop – Cross Examination 

5:45 p.m. Recess 

 

Wednesday, August 5: 

9:00 a.m. Demonstration: Cross Examination  
Tom Mills, Mills & Williams LLP, Dallas, Texas  

9:30 a.m. Dealing With the Government’s Expert Witnesses  
Robert Udashen, Sorrels, Udashen & Anton, Dallas, Texas 

10:00 a.m. Break 

10:15 a.m. Ethical Issues Every Lawyer Faces  
John Hunter Smith, Wynne & Smith, Sherman, Texas 

11:15 a.m. Insights From Jury Consultants On Persuasion In The Courtroom  

 Kacy Miller, CourtroomLogic Consulting, Dallas, Texas 
 Alison K. Bennett, Bloom Strategic Consulting, Inc., Dallas, Texas 
 Jonathan Leach, Trial Lab, LLC, Dallas, Texas (Invited) 
 Lyndon G. McLennan, Jr., L.M. Consulting, Irving, Texas (Invited) 

11:45 a.m. Lunch Provided 



 

Criminal Defense Trial Skills & Trial Law Program: FOR THE DEFENSE 

AGENDA August 3-6, 2015 

Most materials will be provided electronically and/or posted on our website. 

Wednesday, August 5, continued: 

12:45 p.m. The Court’s Charge: Give The Jury Their Marching Orders  
Nancy Kennedy, Mills & Williams LLP, Dallas, Texas 

1:15 p.m. Lecture: Closing Argument  
David Guinn, Hurley, Guinn & Sellers, Lubbock Texas 

2:00 p.m. Break 

2:15 p.m. Small Group Workshop – Closing Argument  

4:15 p.m. Break 

4:30 p.m. Demonstration: Closing Argument  

 Robert T. Jarvis, Robert T. Jarvis Law Firm, P.C., Sherman Texas 
 Toby Shook, Robert T. Jarvis Law Firm, P.C., Sherman Texas 

5:15 p.m. Faculty Forum: Nuts & Bolts Of A Criminal Defense Practice 

6:00 p.m. Recess 

 

Thursday, August 6: 

9:00 a.m. How To Better Manage Your Practice With Technology: In Court & Out  

 Phil Gommels, The Law Office of Philip Gommels, Houston, Texas 

 Frank Sellers, Hurley, Guinn & Sellers, Lubbock Texas 

9:45 a.m. Mitigation & Punishment: Hope For The Best, Prepare For The Worst  
Carlos Garcia, Carlos Garcia Criminal Defense & Trial Consulting, 
Austin, Texas 

10:15 a.m. Break 

10:30 a.m. What Makes Good Lawyers Great  
Reagan Wynn, Kearney Wynn, Fort Worth, Texas 

11:15 a.m. Ethics 

 Jeff Kearney, Kearney Wynn, Fort Worth, Texas 

 Erin Hendricks, Attorney At Law, Dallas, Texas 

11:45 a.m. Intangibles: The Will Of A Criminal Defense Lawyer  
Barry Sorrels, Sorrels, Udashen & Anton, Dallas, Texas 

12:15 p.m. Adjourn 



REGISTRATION  REVISED 4/13/15  

 

3 WAYS TO REGISTER 

ONLINE 
credit card only 
www.cailaw.org 

FAX 
credit card only 
972.244.3401 

MAIL 
check or credit card 
The Center for American  
and International Law 
5201 Democracy Drive 
Plano, TX USA 75024 

CONFIRMATIONS WILL BE SENT  
TO ALL REGISTRANTS 

IF DUE, PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY 
REGISTRATION 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

CANCELLATION POLICY: Written notice 
must be received 5 business days prior to 
the program (Email: lgaspar@cailaw.org). 
After this date, no refunds, but substitu-
tion of attendees for this program will be 
permitted with prior approval. Call 
972.244.3415. Registrants not entitled to 
a refund will receive the course materials. 
Note: Waiver recipients must attend the 
program to receive the materials.  

NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY: The 
Center for American and International 
Law (CAIL) does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, sex, sexual orientation, 
color, religion, national origin or ancestry, 
age, disability, veteran status or any other 
protected status.  

* Tuition will be used to cover future expenses 
of CAIL’s Criminal Law grant programs or to 
provide for items the grant cannot sufficiently 
cover. 

** Voluntary payments will go directly to CAIL’s 
private fund account.  

*** Registrants who have attended this pro-
gram in the past may be placed on a wait list. 
We will move attorneys from the wait list into 
open spaces two weeks prior to the program.  

This course is funded by a grant 
from The Texas Court of Criminal 

Appeals. 

Criminal Defense Trial Skills  
& Trial Law Program 

August 3-6, 2015 
at The Center for American and International Law 

Plano, Texas 

Attendance is limited to 60 Texas Criminal Defense Attorneys***. 
Dress code is Courtroom Attire (suits). This program is suggested for 
lawyers with five or more years of experience. Tuition provides for the 
seminar, lunch and materials.  Most materials will be provided 
electronically instead of in a folder. Please note: Registrants will receive 
a hypothetical case two weeks prior to the program.  This program has 
interactive small group break-out sessions, during which participants are 
expected to individually conduct voir dire, give an opening, direct and 
cross examine a witness, and give a closing.  

Mark the appropriate boxes: 

I am a licensed Texas criminal defense attorney who regularly 
represents indigent defendants in criminal matters in Texas State 
courts. (Texas Bar number required.)  Choose Tuition under Rate I. 

I am a paralegal, investigator, or mitigation expert for an attorney 
meeting the above criteria.  Choose Tuition under Rate I. 

I am a Texas criminal defense attorney, and I do NOT fall into any of 
the above categories.  Choose Tuition under Rate II. 

RATE I: (You must mark your professional designation above) 

$220.00  Tuition only * 
$440.00 Tuition plus voluntary contribution to CAIL** 
I am unable to pay tuition and request a tuition waiver  

(Leave payment information blank) 

RATE II: (You must mark your professional designation above) 

$530.00  Tuition only * 
$750.00 Tuition plus voluntary contribution to CAIL** 

Name   ______________________________________________________________  

Professional Title (Required)  ____________________________________________  

Firm/Organization (Required)  ____________________________________________  

Address  _____________________________________________________________  

City, State, Postal Code   ________________________________________________  

Phone    _____________________________________________________________  

Fax   ________________________________________________________________  

Email   ______________________________________________________________  

Texas Bar No. (Required for Texas attorneys)  _______________________________  

Payment Information 

Check enclosed payable to:  The Center for American and International Law 

Credit Card:     MasterCard             VISA            AMEX            Discover 

Card number  _________________________________  Expiration date   _________  

Name on card   _______________________________________________________  

Billing address (if different than above address)   _____________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________  

Signature   ___________________________________________________________  

WEB 


