
Program on Mitigation 
A Program For The Defense 

Program on Mitigation 

July 22-24, 2015 
The Center for American and International Law 

Plano, Texas 

With the exception of invited faculty,  
attendance is limited to defense attorneys  

and those who directly assist them in  
Criminal Defense Litigation. 

This course is funded by a grant from  
The Texas Court of Criminal Appeals. 

Highlights 
 Designed for defense attorneys, paralegals, 

mitigation experts and investigators. 

 Program will include demonstrations, and 
sessions on mental health red flags and mental 
health screening. 

MCLE Credit 
The State Bar of Texas has approved this 
program for a total of 18.25 hours, no ethics. 

Register Now! cailaw.org 



 Program on Mitigation: A PROGRAM FOR THE DEFENSE 

AGENDA July 22-24, 2015 
 

Conference Co-Chairs 

Ken Murray   
Texas Defender Service  
Austin, Texas 

Naomi E. Terr  
Texas Defender Service  
Houston, Texas 

Program Description:  This program 
is designed to improve the criminal 
defense teams’ ability to produce 
powerful and effective sentencing 
arguments and narratives.  

The program will bring local and 
national experts to discuss how to 
investigate, develop, and present 
effective sentencing advocacy 
evidence.  They will provide guidance 
and training on the nuts-and-bolts of 
sentencing advocacy investigations, 
record collection, organization, and 
presentation; interviewing skills and 
generating a persuasive sentencing 
narrative for criminal cases.   

Attendees will receive updates on a 
myriad of behavioral science and 
mental health legal issues, such as 
diagnostic criteria under the DSM 5, 
adjudicative competency criteria, and 
representation of defendants who have 
mental illness and/or who have been 
exposed to trauma. The program will 
be relevant to capital and non-capital 
criminal defense functions. 

Most materials will be provided electronically and/or posted on our website. 

Wednesday, July 22 

8:00 a.m. Registration 

8:45 a.m. Welcome & Introduction 

9:00 a.m. Making The Case For Life: Lessons From 
The Jury Room 
Scott Sundby, Professor of Law, University of 
Miami School of Law 

9:45 a.m. Historical Perspective: ABA Guidelines and 
The Mitigation Function 
Sean O’Brien, Associate Professor of Law, 
University of Missouri-Kansas City 

11:00 a.m. Break 

11:15 a.m. Human Development: The Effects Of 
Trauma, Poverty, and Life Experiences 
Victoria Reynolds, Ph.D., Clinical Psychologist 

12:30 p.m. Lunch (Provided) 

2:00 p.m. The Art of Record Collection: Strategies 
and Options 
Laura Ferry, Staff Attorney, Texas Defender 
Service 

3:15 p.m. Break 

3:30 p.m. Organizational Tools For The Mitigation 
Narrative 

 Laura Ferry, Staff Attorney, Texas Defender 
Service 

 Amy Nguyen, Owner, Capital Maps LLC 

5:00 p.m.  Recess 

 

Thursday, July 23 

9:00 a.m. Interviewing Skills and Techniques: 
Overview 
Elizabeth Vartkessian, Executive Director, 
Advancing Real Change, Inc. (ARC, Inc.) 

10:30 a.m. Break 

As of 06/15/2015 
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Most materials will be provided electronically and/or posted on our website. 

10:45 a.m. Persuasive Narratives In Support Of Life 
Marc Bookman, Executive Director,  
Atlantic Center for Capital Representation (ACCR) 

12:15 p.m. Lunch (Provided) 

1:30 p.m. Interviewing Skills and Techniques: Mental Illness 
Danalynn Recer, Executive Director,  
Gulf Regional Advocacy Center (GRACE) 

3:00 p.m. Break 

3:15 p.m. Interviewing Skills and Techniques: Intellectual Disability and Adaptive 
Behavior Investigations 
Marc J. Tassé, Ph.D., Director & Professor of Psychology & Psychiatry,  
The Ohio State University Nisonger Center 

4:45 p.m.  Recess 

 

Friday, July 24 

9:00 a.m. A Legal Primer For Mitigation Specialists 
Jared Tyler, Attorney At Law, Tyler Law Firm, PLLC 

10:00 a.m. Client Competency Red Flags 
John Matthew Fabian, Psy.D., J.D., ABPP, Forensic & Clinical Psychologist & 
Neuropsychologist 

11:15 a.m. Break 

11:30 a.m. The DSM-5: Changes Of Importance 
Ken Murray, Capital Trial Director, Texas Defender Service 

12:30 p.m. Lunch (Provided) 

1:30 p.m. The Checklist Approach To Team Mitigation 
Program Attorneys with Mexican Capital Legal Assistance Program (MCLAP): 
 Alicia Amezcua-Rodriguez, Attorney At Law 
 Naomi Terr, Senior Staff Attorney, Texas Defender Service 

3:00 p.m. Break 

3:15 p.m. The Team: Skill, Trust, and Discipline 
 Laura Tansey, Program Attorney,  

Mexican Capital Legal Assistance Program (MCLAP) 
 Joe Spencer, Attorney At Law 

4:45 p.m.  Recess 



REGISTRATION REVISED 4/13/15  

 

3 WAYS TO REGISTER 

ONLINE 
credit card only 
www.cailaw.org 

FAX 
credit card only 
972.244.3401 

MAIL 
check or credit card 
The Center for American  
and International Law 
5201 Democracy Drive 
Plano, TX USA 75024 

CONFIRMATIONS WILL BE SENT  
TO ALL REGISTRANTS 

IF DUE, PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY 
REGISTRATION 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

CANCELLATION POLICY: Written notice 
must be received 5 business days prior to 
the program (Email: lgaspar@cailaw.org). 
After this date, no refunds, but 
substitution of attendees for this program 
will be permitted with prior approval. Call 
972.244.3415. Registrants not entitled to 
a refund will receive the course materials. 
Note: Waiver recipients must attend the 
program to receive the materials. 

NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY: The 
Center for American and International 
Law (CAIL) does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, sex, sexual orientation, 
color, religion, national origin or ancestry, 
age, disability, veteran status or any other 
protected status.  

* Tuition will be used to cover future 

expenses of CAIL’s Criminal Law grant 
programs or to provide for items the grant 
cannot sufficiently cover. 

** Voluntary payments will go directly to 

CAIL’s private fund account.  

This course is funded by a 
grant from The Texas Court of 

Criminal Appeals. 

Program on Mitigation 
A Program For The Defense 

July 22-24, 2015 
at The Center for American and International Law 

Plano, Texas 

Attendance is limited to criminal defense attorneys and those who 
directly assist them in criminal defense litigation. Tuition provides for 
the seminar, lunch and materials. Most materials will be provided 
electronically and/or posted on our website. 

Mark ALL appropriate boxes: 

I am a licensed Texas criminal defense attorney who regularly 
represents indigent defendants in criminal matters in Texas State 
courts. (Texas Bar number required.)  Choose Tuition under Rate I. 

I am a paralegal, investigator, or mitigation expert for an attorney 
meeting the above criteria.  Choose Tuition under Rate I. 

I am a criminal defense attorney or I directly assist criminal defense 
attorneys in criminal defense litigation, and I do NOT fall into any of 
the above categories.  Choose Tuition under Rate II. 

RATE I: (You must mark your professional designation above) 

$165.00  Tuition only * 
$330.00 Tuition plus voluntary contribution to CAIL** 
I am unable to pay tuition and request a tuition waiver  

(Leave payment information blank) 

RATE II: (You must mark your professional designation above) 

$240.00  Tuition only * 
$405.00 Tuition plus voluntary contribution to CAIL** 

Name   ______________________________________________________________  

Professional Title (Required) _____________________________________________  

Firm/Organization  (Required) ____________________________________________  

Business Address  _____________________________________________________  

City, State, Postal Code   ________________________________________________  

Phone    _____________________________________________________________  

Fax   ________________________________________________________________  

Email  _______________________________________________________________  

Texas Bar No.  (Required for Texas attorneys)  ______________________________  

Payment Information 

Check enclosed payable to:  The Center for American and International Law 

Credit Card:     MasterCard             VISA            AMEX            Discover 

Card number  ____________________________________Expiration date  _________ 

Name on card   _______________________________________________________  

Billing address (if different than above address)   _____________________________  

  ___________________________________________________________________  

Signature   ___________________________________________________________  WEB 


