v CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND
ACTUAL INNOCENCE Programs
THE CENTER FOR AMERICAN AND INTERNATIONAL LAW

DNA ON TRIAL: WHAT LAWYERS AND JUDGES NEED TO KNOW

PROGRAM CHAIR: LYNN GARCIA
This course is approved for 10 hours (600mintues) of MCLE, including 1 hour (60 minutes) of Ethics

AGENDA August 12, 2026

12:00 pm Registration and Logistics: Barbara Jordan Building, 2" Floor

Welcome & Program Roadmap

12:30 pm Lynn Garcia, Texas Forensic Science Commission

Introduction to Forensic Biology & Case Assessment
12:45 pm 45 mins Alice Amilhat, Texas Department of Public Safety
Jarrah Kennedy, Texas Forensic Science Commission

Forensic Biology Screening
1:30 pm 45 mins Stacy McDonald, Southwestern Institute of Forensic Sciences
Gary McDonald, Dallas County District Attorney’s Office

2:15 pm 15 mins Break

DNA Laboratory Processing
2:30 pm 45 mins Samantha Wandzek, Signature Science
Chase Baumgartner, Innocence Project of Texas

Introduction to DNA Interpretation, Reporting, and CODIS
3:15pm 60 mins Tiffany Larsen, Brazos County District Attorney's Office
Charity Hubbard, Texas Department of Public Safety

4:15pm 30 mins Question and Answer Session: Full Panel of Instructors

Key Takeaways & Preview for Tomorrow
4:45 pm 15 mins Lynn Garcia, Texas Forensic Science Commission
Jarrah Kennedy, Texas Forensic Science Commission

5:00pm Adjorn

FUNDED BY A
GRANT FROM THE
TEXAS COURT OF

CRIMINAL
APPEALS

The Center for American and International Law www.cailaw.org/criminal-justice




CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND
ACTUAL INNOCENCE Programs
THE CENTER FOR AMERICAN AND INTERNATIONAL LAW

DNA ON TRIAL: WHAT LAWYERS AND JUDGES NEED TO KNOW

PROGRAM CHAIR: LYNN GARCIA
This course is approved for 10 hours (600mintues) of MCLE, including 1 hour (60 minutes) of Ethics

AGENDA August 13, 2026

8:30 am Registration Opens / Light Breakfast and Refreshments

Welcome: Preview of the Day and Roadmap of Materials

9:00 am : o L
Lynn Garcia, Texas Forensic Science Commission

Introduce Travis Cobb Case

Matthew Howard, Bexar County Conviction Integrity Unit
Dayna Jones, Jones & De La Garza

Exoneree Travis Cobb

9:15 am 60 mins

What Questions Do DNA Reports Help Answer?
10:15am 30 mins Dawn Boswell, UNT Health Center for Human Identification
Jarrah Kennedy, Texas Forensic Science Commission

10:45 am 15 mins Break

PBS Video “You've Been Lied to About DNA Evidence”

11:00 am 30 mins Lynn Garcia, Texas Forensic Science Commission

DNA Transfer: Counter Arguments in Travis Cobb Exoneration

11:30 am 30 mins Matthew Howard, Bexar County Conviction Integrity Unit

12:00 pm 60 mins Lunch (provided)

DNA Can Transfer in Unexpected Ways (Real Case Examples)

1:00 pm 45 mins J.D. Schmid, Minnesota Board of Public Defense

Other Challenging Issues that May Impact Case Outcomes in a Complex DNA
Mixture

Colin Bellair, Travis County District Attorney'’s Office

Jarrah Kennedy, Texas Forensic Science Commission

1:45 pm 60 mins

The Journey Toward Useful and Timely Disclosure of Forensic Case Records in T,
Criminal Cases (1.0 Ethics CLE)
Lynn Garcia, Texas Forensic Science Commission FUNDED BY A
Kevin Callahan, Texas Department of Public Safety e
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2:30 pm 60 mins

3:30 pm 15 mins Break
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This course is approved for 10 hours (600 mintues) of MCLE, including 1 hour (60 minutes) of Ethics

AGENDA August 13, 2026 - Cont.

Present Case Facts and Issue Spotting Small Group Breakout Sessions
Bill Wirskye, Collin County District Attorney’s Office
3:45 pm 60 mins Nicolas Hughes, Nicolas Hughes Law Firm, PLLC
Chase Baumgartner, The Innocence Project of Texas
Judge-elect Garza/Jarrah Kennedy

4:45 pm 15 mins Key Takeaways / Q&A

5:00 pm Adjourn
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