v CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND
ACTUAL INNOCENCE Programs
THE CENTER FOR AMERICAN AND INTERNATIONAL LAW

STRENGTHENING TEXAS CAPITAL DEFENSE: STRATEGY, SKILLS,
AND CASE DEVELOPMENT

This course is pending approval for 12 Hours of MCLE

AGENDA Thursday, August 6, 2026
8:00am Registration Opens / Light Breakfast and Refreshments
8:55am Welcome and Introductions - Jennifer Martinez, CJAI

Neuropsychology: Under The Hood

9:00am 90 min David Freedman, Federal Capital Trial Project
10:30am 15mins = Break
. . Working With Neuropsychologists & Other Mental Health Experts
10:45am 60 mins Jackie Walsh, Walsh & Larrafiaga, Seattle, WA
11:45am Lunch (Provided)

Cognitive Bias & Evaluating Forensic Evidence of Guilt

12:45pm 0 mins ot Kukucka, Ph.D.

2:15pm 15mins Break

Strategizing Fair Cross-Section Claims at Trial, on Appeal, and in Postconviction
2:30pm 75mins | Charell Arnold, Senior Post-Conviction Attorney, Office of Capital and Forensic Writs,
Austin, Texas

3:45pm 15mins = Break

Building Successful Relationships with Clients Who Have Serious Mental lliness
Kayla Bennett, Mitigation Specialist, Office of Capital & Forensic Writs, Austin, Texas
Kristen Anderson, Mitigation Specialist, Office of Federal Public Defender Eastern
District of North Carolina

4:00pm 60 mins

5:00pm Adjourn
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APPEALS

The Center for American and International Law www.cailaw.org/criminal-justice
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AGENDA Friday, August 7, 2026

8:00am Registration Opens / Light Breakfast and Refreshments

8:55am Welcome and Introductions - Jennifer Martinez, CJAI

Jury Selection: Better Preservation
9:00am 90min Ray Keith, Chief Public Defender, Regional Public Defender’s Office, Lubbock, TX
Sheri Lynn Johnson, Assistant Director of the Cornell Death Penalty Project

10:30am 15 mins Break

Remaining Client-Centered in All Phases (Ethics)
This session will cover the ethical rules and obligations applicable to capital defense
attorneys and their teams for representation of clients at the trial, appellate, and

10:45am 90 mins postconviction stages. This session will include instruction and considerations for unique
client circumstances as well, such as dual representation, hybrid representation and
continuing duties to clients after representation has ended.

TBD
12:15pm Lunch (Provided)
. . Cultural Competence
1:15pm 60 mins Nayeli Moreno, Texas Defender Service
2:15pm 15min Break

Spotlight on Tarrant County
2:30pm 60mins Kevin Trahan, Texas Defender Service
Estelle Hebron-Jones, Texas Defender Service

3:30pm 15mins Break

More Creative Challenges to Future Dangerousness
Raoul Schonemann, Co-Director of the Capital Punishment Clinic
".
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